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Exploring Learners of English

Young German Learner English (YGLE)

Goal: Analyze and describe how young German learners of English

All major school types use English in production, both spoken and written. We explore:

General and verbal ‘ Hauptschule . .
cognitive abilities ' Gesamtschule CAF in production

using a / | \

(NS
Realschule
standardized test \ | Gymnasium - ~
\ Three locations

Linguistic background Northrhine-Westphalia
(languages spoken at Baden-Wirttemberg
home with family, other Bavaria
languages at school)

Task types

Ages 10-18
Grade 5, 7,9, 11

In-class Oral picture Small group Digital
writing description discussion communication

Language use across different '
social contexts * Written * Spoken * Spoken  Written (digital)

(including exposure to English Motivation in school * Planned * Unplanned * Unplanned « Unplanned

and for exams : : . : :
outside of school) * Non-interactive * Non-interactive @l ¢ Interactive * Interactive

 Grammatical variation in young German learner English: Acquisition of probabilistic constraints, investigating
the dative and benefactive alternations (Bethany Stoddard, Bonn)

 Exploring the connection between informal language exposure and complexity in learner English
(Lisa-Christine Altendorf, Bonn)

 Acquisition of accuracy in German secondary EFL education and learners’ production of English if-clauses
(Lea Bracke, Bamberg)

This research is supported by the
German Research Foundation
(DFG 515774206).

Counteracting Accent Discrimination Practices in Education (CIRCE)

Goals Preliminary Results of the Verbal Guise Study
* Investigate how accent discrimination takes place in schools,

and how it impacts students’ lives Aim: Investigate how German high school students evaluate a wide range of English accents

Two dimensions emerged: Social Status (Educated, Competent, Correct, Fluent, Pleasant,
* Provide students and teachers with resources to foster Prestigious) and Social Attractiveness (Friendly & not Arrogant)

tolerance towards accent variation

* Raise awareness about accent discrimination in schools and Circle
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